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Introductions: you

● Name
● Role
● Field of research
● What data are you working with, and how (if any)?
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Agenda 

1h: group activity and discussion
1h: data toolkit 
1h: data exploration
30 min: reflection and final considerations
30 min: extra time for questions



Cultural Data
How to design knowledge and sculpt your dataset



Why work with data 
in the Humanities?



Anything can be interpreted as data



Group activity



Activity description

● Groups 

● 10 minutes per group of objects 

● 3 types of objects 

● Working in groups, catalogue these objects in a tabular database like 

a spreadsheet 

● What information would you think is important to be collected? 

● Write the different columns of your dataset



Group presentations



Break



Every act of data-making 
(=data modeling) 

involves decisions



What is a data model?

A data model is a blueprint for how data is structured, organized, and 
related—it defines the logic of your dataset before you even start collecting data, the 

abstract organisation of the information within a database, where standards and 
relations are visually explained.



What (usually) drives your data model?



Your research question!



Assume that
Raw data do not exist



Data Toolkit
How can you organize historical/cultural data?



Finding Data Models

https://database.factgrid.de/wiki/FactGrid:Data_model_for_manuscripts 





https://mapping-manuscript-migrations.github.io/data_model/mmm.html 



Before adding information





entity

Metadata, 
Attributes, 
Labels

What are you 
modeling?

What do you 
want to know 
about the 
entity?



  ID How do you uniquely 
identify each entity? 



Identifiers (IDs)

Identifier: what is an ID?

An ID variable is a variable that identifies each entity in a dataset (person, 
household, etc) with a distinct value.

● Unique
● Universal
● Persistent 



After adding information



Cleaning and Normalization



Consistency

● Use of capital letters
Jan Steen / jan steen

● Dates
03/05/1865
05/03/1865
1865/05/03

● Language
Musée du Louvre
Louvre Museum

● Accents
Diego de Velázquez
Diego de Velazquez



Duplicates

● Same record with different ID

789393 - Rijksmuseum

3984 - Rijksmuseum

● Same record with different spellings 
and ID

789393 - Rijksmuseum

3984 - Rijksmuseum Amsterdam



● Helps with consistency

● Contributes to multilingual datasets

● There are created by the community or influential entities 

in the field and support by the community

● How can I use controlled vocabularies?

Controlled Vocabularies





By Diego Velázquez - Selected work 17 from 
Self Portrait: Renaissance to Contemporary 
(Anthony Bond, Joanna Woodall, ISBN 
978-1855143579)., Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?
curid=11883169 



● What has been recorded in the dataset?

● Where has been the dataset compiled?

● Who compiled it, and how?

● Why was the dataset compiled?

Critical approaches to datasets



Páez Morales, L. (2018). 
De mujeres, museos y 
redes sociales. Porque 
Museo vie ne de Musa. In 
Investigación y g énero. 
Reflexiones desde la 
investigación para avanzar 
en igualdad: VII Congreso 
Universitario Internacional 
Investigación y Género (2 
018), p 5 77-588. SIEMUS



Tables vs. Triplets

ID Name

Surname
Town
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C0001 Stefano Rapisarda Ede



Tables vs. Triplets

ID Name

Surname
Town

ID Name Surname Town

C0001 Stefano Rapisarda Ede

<subject>, <predicate>, <object>

C0001, hasName, Stefano
C0001, hasSurname, Rapisarda
C0001, livesIn, Ede



Linked Open Data (LOD) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linked_data
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