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Agenda

● Activity

● Design Knowledge 

● Sculpt your data

● Exploratory analysis



Cultural Data
How to design knowledge and sculpt your dataset



Activity

● Groups 

● 5 minutes per group of objects

● 4 types of objects 

● Working in groups, catalogue these objects in a tabular database like 

an spreadsheet 

● What information would you think is important to be collected?

● Write the different columns of your dataset



Are there any difference 
between your data models?



Data model examples

● Artistic objects data model (2 options)

● Books data model (2 options)

● Correspondence data model

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1PJUtOiV45oBfasxKfWbeZpFt3knxl-oNUWAPCUQY8YY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1kruee4xsmuyoDT__WYQ2TgVq2J_pXxxi8oSPwetczB8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1oHoagW630xslkcitzDoSa_bNC6d6B-Bmiy0Nb7K09WA/edit?usp=drive_link


But, what is a data model?

A data model is an abstract organisation of the 

information within a database - here is where 

standards and relations are visually explained.



Design Knowledge



Raw data does not exists



What does actually shape data 
collection / data models in your 
research?



Your research question



Sculpt Your Data



How can you organise 
historical / cultural data?



Finding data models







I have designed 
my data structure

now, what?



Before adding information



Unique Identifiers  - ID

● What is an ID? An ID variable is a variable that identifies each 

entity in a dataset (person, household, etc) with a distinct value.

● It is like your Student Number at the UU

● It is a random number

● There is no identicals ID

● How to use it ?



After adding information



Cleaning & Normalisation



Consistency

● Use of capital letters

○ Jan Steen / jan steen

● Dates 

○ 03/05/1865

○ 05/03/1865 

○ 1865/05/03

● Language

○ Musée du Louvre

○ Louvre Musuem

● Accents

○ Diego de Velázquez

○ Diego de Velazquez



Duplicates

● Same record with different ID

○ 789393 - Rijksmuseum

○ 3984 - Rijksmuseum

● Same record with different spellings and ID

○ 789393 - Rijksmuseum

○ 3984 - Rijksmuseum Amsterdam



Controlled Vocabularies

● Helps with consistency 

● Contributes to multilingual datasets

● There are created by the community or influential entities in the 

field and support by the community

● How can I use controlled vocabularies?







Critical Approaches to Datasets

● What

● Where

● Who

● How

● Why



Páez Morales, L . (2018). De mujeres, museos y redes socia les. Porque 

Museo viene de Musa. In  Investigación y género. Reflexiones desde la 

investigación para avanzar en igualdad: VII Congreso Universitar io 

Internacional Investigación y Género (2018), p 577-588. SIEMUS .



Feminist approaches 

1. Rethink binaries

2. Embrace pluralism

3. Examine power and aspire to empowerment

4. Consider context

5. Legitimize affect and embodiment

6. Make labour visible

D’ignazio & Bhargava, 2020
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